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ae following is a translation of an article from the 19 July 1952 issue of 
53s®. quoting a letter written by John Panopoulos, until recently Director of 
Police In the Ministry of the Interior A The information is disseminated both 
ror its own inherent interest, and to report on Panopoulos’ activities in the 
Batter , 

"Vlmfe, 19 July 1952, page Is 

'■"3BB MOIL ffl THE aSGORm CORPS 

UNIFICATION OP THE POLICE WILL FAVOR COMMUNISM 

IBDB 2& M pakopoulos 

"SVom John Panopoulos, Chief of City Police /sip/ and mtdl a short time 
ago General Director of the Ministry of Interior, we have received 
tlie following interesting letter on the question recently raised 
regarding the unification of 'the City Police with the Gendarmerie 0 

Director p 

«ft>om a detailed investigation which I conducted I have ascertained that the 
public agitation on the subject of the unification of the two Security Corps 
is caused exclusively and solely by interested oircles, who have been seized 
by a^msnia for disbanding the City Police, that is, through unifying them with 
the Gendarmerie „ Th is mania has recently been aggravated by their mistaken 

^°f a T 9 + th !f k:S to the ^ th « Corps of City Police provoked 

by various administrative errors, suitable conditions have been created for 
putting their plans into action. 
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Regardless of the fact that the turmoil provoked in the Corps of the City Police 
bears testimony to the presence of moral soundness among its officers, the value 
vt institution is not judged by the failures of certain of its representatives 
n+w ^©mistaken method used by the central service in coping with them, but by 
other factors which I do not think it necessary to explain here, 

,, f n , a!LL toshes of the state's organization errors are committed by employees, 
sericms ver ® those errors which provoked the recent uproar in 
e City Police. But no one ever thought of abolishing the services to which 

®r «+° 7eeS 4 el T* ^P^adoxicaliy, things had been otherwise, then many 
g vernment services (among them the Gendarmerie), wherein many untoward things 
have happened and continue to happen, would have to be abolished. Fortunately, 

^ £ h V a7 ^ eS / clxcles th±nk * ^st important of all, not 
all the officers of the Gendarmerie (that worthy Corps!), regardless of their 

S e these C S z 2rridSs! the P ° liCe SySten “ 0St advantageous t0 the state » shar ® 

SiQ ° e pub ^? agitation which these few people have created is 
following^ d gerous t0 public secur ity, I feel it necessary to tell them the 

in ^ ltu ! ion °/ 016 G “y p °lice is the creation of the greatest of 
the statesmen of modem Greece. For this institution to be abolished, it is 

wh^ S hfL^ at % stat esman greater than KLeftherios Venizelos govern the country, 
is +w«+ a +w the C * ty P° lioe wlth another more perfect institution, orTt 

^ he ° ountr 7 be governed by a man who thinks that he surpasses 
is hannln? Venizelos in greatness. Unfortunately I have no hope that the first 

i! S P cai g, + r /° rtimat f y 1 have ntta » the second is occurring! 

S^L° a p^ th0 / SW “ en wh0 ®re working for the abolition of the institution of 

of 6 these tSrolfs ^ * Divine ProTldence to play either 


zr- — 7 - _ Th ® institution of the City Police was the conclusion to which ELef- 

M a r!«St ^ ^f^tely thirty years ago, because the Gendarmerie- 

aa a of its composition and its other duties— was not in a position to 

then t£ n °?r ZSd C ? i T the large °lties. If this conclusion's correct 
corraa+ h ?? bhe . hardly exieted in our country, consider how 

correct it is today when the Communist revolution is fully developed! 

t ^3f ll » y - 1 ? he City Polioe vlth the Gendarmerie, meaning the 
hStilSirW ° ity P ? ll0 *» regardless of its seriousness, constitutes 
at this moment) a clear element of fellow-traveling with Comm- 
2. 1 * 18 88 lb certainly is, that our Nation is taS state ofwar 

with_ Communism, then the threat of abolishing the City Polioe, already engaged 

Sct5i i^ £ the r d«T! a / r r + the “® n fitting against the enemy the most important 
3kT ^ S f red vlc * ory » namely, their morale. While we have many examT 
p „ 88 *° P ? 0Ve bhat ““y struggles have been won by morale only , we donot have 
* 0 fv a °v r ?fS e ^ without morale. Therefore let those who are 
talking about the abolition of the City Polioe, even if thev are enlv 
take into consideration the fact that the morale of the fighters S^all f Kht 

v”LS a SSET** the P ° li0e ' 10 ^oniehingl? iSgSF’jf o£\? 

rff SS.!r!A“ ! ^ 6 ' “ d the battl8 oan b * lost and Communism can 
*i .? , instead of the unification of the Gendarmerie and the Citv PoHf>« 
merely the corpses of the men and of the two Corps^S %%£«“ £ 2J°* 8 
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IS+ImSS 8 ^ he y_ wUi^have been thrown). This result will come with the in- 
evitability of a law of physics, and those who are fooling about the unifica- 
tion of the two Security Corps will not be able to prevent it . 

^ that national front extending over the whole country against Com- 
fin , ism ba " fctle of the “7 being fought was long ago undertaken 

andwaged by the City Police in the plain of Attica. For in the plain of Attica, 

has lo St P ° 4 1 r baVe con< =entrated nine-tenths of their strength. Communism 
* 00ate £ ltsmi yd, heart, and soul. If we lose the principal battle in this 

£ lf “ e “ to •“ °«>» “'“It i« 

The unification of the two Security Corps is favored by men who are 
f ^ suspect from a nationalist point of view. It is precisely those men who 
nrefer^of^+b recent trial of the spies as a plot of the police (or, if you 
° f Super-police ! ) against the democratic innocence of the Belo- 
•+wT S v * + of these aspect men is being played willy-nilly by all 

those who strive with even the slightest effort for this unification; They 

tSLnr^ responsibilities which they are taking on their shoulders are 


"Kespeetrully* 


25X1 A i. [ 
25X1A 


Zsgd7 J. PAN0P0UL0S" 

~| Co mment: For deta il s of Panopoulos' discharge from office, see 
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